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OFFICE OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF REPAIRS, 


U. S. Custom-Houses, &c-, 


Charlestown, West Va., July 15th, 1886. 


Hon. M. E. Bell, 
Supervising Architect. 


Dear Sir:-— 





In pursuance of your instructions of July 1 5 
1886, directing me to proceed to Philadelphia, Penna-, and examine 
the foundation walls of the aes in the Mint building located in 
that eity, and report upon the same, I have to report that I have 
complied therewith, and have the honor to submit the following 
statement for your consideration: -— ° 

Upon examination it was found that an opening of consider« 

able dimensions, and extending quite a distance unde tic founda= 


tion of the large "Steeple" engine had been made, caused by_the 






eorrosion and eating away of about thirty feet of the large 
aye pipe, through whieh waste water and the refuse from ee clos- 
ets was supposed to pass into the public sewer. ‘This aceumula— 
tion had completely washed away the earth surrounding, as well as 
underneath the foundation which supports the engine, and left it 
in a very dangerous condition, and also destroyed the wall of the 
welle 

Should this foundation entirely give way, ( and it seems 
to be only a question of time as to the final result, if left in 


the present condition, ) and let the engine down, considerabl 





of life would oceur by the rupture of steam pipes, as the eseaping 
steam would shut off all aecess to the boilers. 

The Superintendent has already taken the precautionary 
steps of temporarily securing the foundation senthat accident and 
further damage by taking up the flagging and excavating to the 


break, and filling up the washout and well with broken bricks and 
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tamped in with Portland cement, thus seeuring the foundation for 
the present. 

This work has been well done and with comparatively lit- 
tle expense. The old brick did not cost anything and the labor 
was performed by the regular force; the only additional expense 


being the cement and sand. 


It appears that all the pipes are in a leaking condition, 





but as there is no plan showing the sysk&em of piping in the build-—- 


ing and the location of the same, a ‘full examination could not be 
made,and in order that this may be done, it is advisable that a 
plan should be made by the Superintendent, ({ a rough one will do, ) 
Riving ecorreet measurements and distances. The plan should show 
the main and partition walls, and describe the number of feet and 
inehes in thiekness. 

All the wells and cesspools should be filled up, and di- 


reet connection made with the city sewerage, instead of the waste 





and soil pipes running and emptying into ecesspools. These pools 
are falling in and the water is running in all direetions under- 
mining the different foundations to a serious extent. 

From what I could gather, and that which a personal ex- 
amination revealed, all the pipes need overhauling and replacing: 
with new work, and they should be attended to at once, thus pre- 
venting the possibility of a future accident. 

I therefore urge that an appropriation be allowed from 
such funds as are available and in the hands of the Director of Mint. 


As to the general condition of the building I witl here- 





after make a full report setting forth such views and recommending 
such steps as should be taken for the necessary repairs of the same. 
Yours respectfully, 
Julius ¢. Holmes, 


Genle Supt. Repairs. 
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[Abstract:] Sends a report from Supervising Architect to Supt. & requests that the information... 


(Copy) 


Office of General Superintendent of Repairs, 
U.S. Custom-Houses, &c., 

Charlestown, West Va., 

July 15, 1886 


Hon. M_E. Bell, 
Supervising Architect. 


Dear Sir: - 


In pursuance of your instructions of July 14th, 1886, directing me to proceed to 
Philadelphia, Penna., and examine the foundation walls of the engine in the Mint building 
located in that city, and report upon the same, I have to report that I have complied therewith, 
and have the honor to submit the following statement for your consideration: - 


Upon examination it was found that an opening of considerable dimensions, and 
extending quite a distance under the foundation of the large “Steeple” engine had been made, 
caused by the corrosion and eating away of about thirty feet of the large drainage pipe, through 
which waste water and the refuse from water closets was supposed to pass into the public sewer. 
This accumulation had completely washed away the earth surrounding, as well as underneath the 
foundation which supports the engine, and left it in a very dangerous condition, and also 
destroyed the wall of the well. 


Should this foundation entirely give way, (and it seems to be only a question of time as to 
the final result, if left in the present condition,) and let the engine down, considerable loss of life 
would occur by the rupture of steam pipes, as the escaping steam would shut off all access to the 
boilers. 


The Superintendent has already taken the precautionary steps of temporarily securing the 
foundation against accident and further damage by taking up the flagging and excavating to the 
break, and filling up the washout and well with broken bricks and tamped in with Portland 
cement, thus securing the foundation for the present. 


This work has been well done and with comparatively little expense. The old brick did 
not cost anything and the labor was performed by the regular force; the only additional expense 
being the cement and sand. 


It appears that all the pipes are in a leaking condition, but as there is no plan showing the 
system of piping in the building and the location of the same, a full examination could not be 
made, and in order that this may be done, it is advisable that a plan should be made by the 
Superintendent, (a rough one will do,) giving correct measurements and distances. The plan 
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should show the main and partition walls, and describe the number of feet and inches in 
thickness. 


All the wells and cesspools should be filled up, and direct connection made with the city 
sewerage, instead of the waste and soil pipes running and emptying into cesspools. These pools 
are falling in and the water is running in all directions undermining the different foundations to a 
serious extent. 


From what I could gather, and that which a personal examination revealed, all the pipes 
need overhauling and replacing with new work, and they should be attended to at once, thus 
preventing the possibility of a future accident. 


I therefore urge that an appropriation be allowed from such funds as are available and in 
the hands of the Director of Mint. 


As to the general condition of the building I will here-after make a full report setting forth 
such views and recommending such steps as should be taken for the necessary repairs of the 
same. 


Yours respectfully, 
Julius C. Homes, 
Genl. Supt. Repairs. 


[Noted on back: ] 


Treasury Department, 
Mint Bureau, 
July 22, 1886 


Respectfully referred to the Superintendent of the Mint at Philadelphia for his 
information, and with the request that the information asked for by the Supervising Architect be 
furnished, as a basis for the further action of this officer. 


James P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


